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C#MORE  AND  GARW  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


REPORT 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1939 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Ogmore  and  Garw  Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies,  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  for  your  consideration  my  Report  upon  the 
vital  statistics  and  sanitary  circumstances  of  the  Ogmore  and 
Garw  Urban  District  for  the  year  1939. 

On  the  instructions  of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  the  present 
report  is  submitted  in  a curtailed  form  and  is  an  interim  report 
only  : it  is  apparently  the  present  intention  that  after  the  termina- 
tion of  the  war  a report  could  be  made  dealing  more  fully  with  the 
peeriod  from  the  beginning  of  1939  to  the  last  complete  year. 

In  any  event  the  increasing  pressure  of  work  upon  the  public 
health  department  has  nesessitated  curtailment.  The  staff  of 
the  department  have  been,  and  continue  to  be,  employed  on  a 
number  of  activities  additional  and  extraneous  to  their  ordinary 
duties,  and  have  cheerfully  accepted  their  new  responsibilities 
which  have  necessitated  many  hours  of  overtime.  The  statistic- 
al figures  submitted  are  based  upon  estimated  population  figures 
at  the  middle  of  1939,  supplied  by  the  Registrar-General,  and  this 
estimate  bears  little  relation  to  the  actual  population  of  the  area, 
temporarily  swollen  by  evacuation  from  other  districts.  Two 
estimates  of  population  are  given,  viz.,  {a)  an  estimated  resident 
population  of  23,530,  and  (6)  an  average  population  of  23,520 
appropriate  to  the  calculation  of  death-rates. 
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On  these  bases,  the  general  death-rate  of  the  district  is  Bri , 
the  birth-rate  15.0,  the  infantile  death-rate  is  50  per  1,000  live 
births,  and  the  maternal  death-rate  5.0  per  1,000  total  births. 

In  so  far  as  the  general  sanitation  of  the  district  is  concerned 
the  Bettws  and  Brynmenyn  sewerage  schemes  were  completed 
but  a number  of  houses  at  Bettws  and  Shwt  have  not  yet  been 
connected  to  the  new  trunk  sewer  and  presumably  this  scheme 
cannot  be  finally  completed  until  after  the  termination  of  the  war. 

The  new  Clinic  premises  at  Pontycymmer  were  completed 
and  occupied  in  July,  1939,  and  continue  to  be  used  for  the  purpose 
for  which  they  were  intended. 

In  conclusion,  I would  bring  to  your  notice  the  continued 
excellent  work  performed  throughout  the  year  by  fhe  Sanitary 
Inspectors,  Messrs.  J.  Rees  and  O.  L.  Thomas,  by  the  Matron, 
the  Health  Visitors,  and  the  Clerical  Staff. 

I am, 

Yours  faithfully, 

W.  A.  MURPHY, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


The  Council  Offices, 
Brynmenyn, 

October,  1940. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  STAFF. 
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I — Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of 


the  Ar 


1.— GENERAL  STATISTICS. 


Area — Acres 

Registrar-General’s  estimate  of : — 

(a)  Resident  population,  mid -1939  

(b)  Average  population  appropriate  to  the 

calculation  of  death-rates 
Number  of  inhabited  houses,  1939  (estimated) 
Rateable  value — Before  de-rating  ... 

„ „ After  de-ratjng 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate 


17,984 

23,530 

23,520 

5,491 

£99,756 

£73,390 

£270 


2.— EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  1939. 


Total 

M. 

F. 

Live  Legitimate 

...  361 

190 

171"! 

^►Birth-rate...  15.0 

Births  J Illegitimate 

12 

8 

4J  o 

Rate  per  1,000 

Stillbirths  ... 

...  25 

15 

10  total  births...  62 

Deaths 

...  309 

189 

120  Death-rate  ...  13.1 
Rate  per  1,000  total  Births 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  sepsis 

... 

<0 

y Other  puerperal  causes  2 J>  5.0 

puerperal  causes  J Total  ...  ...  2 J 5.0 


Death-rate  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  : — 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  ...  ...  ...  ...  50 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  ...  52 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  ...  Nil 
Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  ...  36 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

„ „ Whooping-cough  (all  ages)  2 

„ „ Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age)  ...  1 

,,  „ Cerebro- spinal  Fever  (all  ages)  ...  ...  \ 
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^.—General  Provision  of  Health  Services  in  the 
Area. 

Tne  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinic  premises  at  Ponty- 
cymmer  were  completed  and  occupied  in  July,  1939. 

Ultra-violet  Ray  Therapy  equipment  was  provided  at  the 
Pontycymmer  and  Ogmore  Vale  Clinics,  and  regular  clinic  sessions 
have  been  held  twice  weekly  since  the  Autumn  of  1939  under 
the  supervision  of  Miss  A.  M.  Poelde. 

No  other  developments  or  changes  in  the  health  services  in 
the  area  occurred  during  the  year. 

ISOLATION  HOSPITAL. 

During  1939,  154  patients,  amongst  whom  4 deaths  occurred, 
were  admitted  to  the  Blackmill  Isolation  Hospital. 

HEALTH  VISITORS. 

Number  of  visits  paid  by  the  Health  Visitors  during  1939  : — 
(a)  To  expectant  mothers — 

(1)  First  visits,  338  ; (2)  Revisits,  1,002  ; (3)  Total  visits, 
1,340. 

To  children  under  one  year  of  age — 

(1)  First  visits,  445  ; (2)  Revisits,  2,091  ; (3)  Total  visits,  2,536- 
(c)  To  children  1 to  5 years.  Total  visits ...  6,154 

Orthopaedic  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  287 

Tuberculosis  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  638 

Miscellaneous  visits  and  enquirins  ...  ...  ...  53 

CHILD  LIFE  PROTECTION. 

There  are  five  children  in  the  district  adopted  for  reward  to 
whom  regular  visits  are  paid  by  the  Health  Visitors. 

MATERNITY  SERVICES. 

84  Maternity  cases  were  admitted  to  the  Glamorgan  County 
Hospital,  Bridgend  under  the  Council’s  auspices  during  the  year. 
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III. — Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 


All  progress  in  improvements  to  the  water  supply  and  to 
drainage  and  sewerage  in  the  area  has  been  virtually  suspended  as  a 
result  of  the  war, 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA. 

The  number  of  inspections  and  re-inspections  made  during 
the  year  were  as  follows  : — 


Inspections  under  the  Housing  Acts... 

320 

„ „ ,,  Public  Health  Acts  ... 

1910 

Revisits  to  premises  under  repair 

2283 

Investigations  and  visits  in  cases  of  infectious  disease 

326 

Inspections  of  slaughter-houses  and  slaughtering 

1488 

Cowsheds  and  dairies 

. . . 

378 

Bakehouses 

... 

88 

Cinemas 

138 

Ice-cream  vendors’  premises  ... 

166 

Schools  and  public  buildings  ... 

239 

Workshops 

... 

147 

Imported  meat  shops,  stalls  and  vans 

350 

Under  Shops’ Acts 

. . . 

344 

Special  complaints  investigated 

... 

281 

Drains  tested  and  relaid 

. . . 

88 

Premises  disinfected 

165 

Samples  of  water  collected  for  analysis 

23 

,,  „ milk  collected  for  bacteriological  examination 

55 

,,  „ milk  tested  for  sediment  .. . 

. . . 

145 

„ ,,  milk  examined  for  presence  tubercle 

bacilli 

1 

„ ,,  ice  cream  collected  for  bacteriological 

examination 

34 

Legal  proceedings  were  instituted  against  three  owners  for  non- 
compliance  with  the  terms  of  a statutory  notice.  In  two  instances 
an  order  to  carry  out  the  necessary  repairs  was  made,  and  costs 
were  allowed.  In  the  third  case  a similar  order  was  made,  but 
costs  were  not  allowed. 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1937. 

The  following  table  sets  out  the  number  and  classification 
of  Factories  in  the  district ; — • 
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9 Factories  where  Mechanical  Power  is  employed. 


Printing  Works  ...  ...  ...  4 

Bakehouses  ...  9 

Boot  Repairs 6 

Electricity  ...  ...  3 

Mortar  Mills  ...  ...  2 

Pasteurising  Plant  ...  ...  ...  1 

B.  Factories  where  no  Mechanical  Power  is  employed. 

Boot  Repairs  ...  ...  9 

Dressmaking  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Carpentry  ...  ...  10 

Tailoring'  2 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  3 

Smithies  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Watchmakers  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Garages  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Plumbers  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

IV. — Housing. 


No  proposals  for  the  erection  of  additional  houses  by  the 
Local  Authority  were  made  in  1939  : the  210  houses  owned  by 
the  District  Council  were  all  in  occupation  on  31st  December. 
It  was  not  possible  to  proceed  with  drastic  action  in  the  case  of 
individual  unfit  houses.  It  is  becoming  increasingly  evident 
that  the  shortage  of  materials  and  the  difficulty  of  supply  is  inter- 
fering markedly  with  housing  repairs  and  this  position  must 
inevitably  deteriorate  further.  The  influx  of  persons  into  the  district 
has  resulted  in  material  overcrowding  for  which  there  is  no  present 
remedy. 

V Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

MILK  SUPPLY. 

Routine  inspections  of  Farms  and  Dairies  continued  to  be 
carried  out  as  far  as  possible  and  samples  of  graded  and  ungraded 
milk  are  sent  regularly  for  bacteriological  examination. 

The  premises  licensed  under  the  Milk  (Special  Designations) 
Orders,  1936  and  1938  are  methodically  inspected  and  supervised. 
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MEAT.  # 

The  following  table  sets  out  the  amount  of  meat  seized, 
condemned,  and  disposed  of  as  unfit  for  human  consumption  during 
the  year 


Carcases  inspected  and  Condemned. 


Cattle,  ex- 
cluding cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep  & 
Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

846 

120 

213 

7225 

983 

Number  inspected  

793 

99 

187 

6348 

959 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis. 
Whole  carcases  condemned  ... 

... 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

52 

33 

80 

22 

Percentage  of  the  number  in- 
spected affected  with  disease 
other  than  Tuberculosis 

6.5% 

33% 

1.2% 

2.3% 

Tuberculosis  only. 

Whole  carcases  condemned  ... 

6 

... 

2 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

59 

39 

14 

Percentage  of  the  number  in- 
spected affected  with  Tuber- 
culosis 

8.2% 

39% 

... 

1.6% 

OTHER  FOODS. 

Unsound  food  condemned  : — 

Fish,  141bs,  ; various  tinned  foods,  25  tins;  imported  meat 
5401bs. 

VI.— Notifiable  Diseases  during  the  Year  1939. 


Disease 

No.  of 
Cases 
Notified 

No. of  Cases 
Admitted 
to  Hospital 

Total 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever  .... 

127 

95 

2 

Diphtheria 

14 

14 

1 

Enteric  Fever  .... 

3 

3 

Pneumonia 

36 

13 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

7 

1 

Erysipelas 

6 

11 


DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION, 


The  work  of  diphtheria  immunisation  was  continued  in  the  dis- 
trict during  the  first  six  months  of  1939  as  follows  : — 

ALUM  TOXOID. 

Immunised 

No.  of  Children  Pre-Schick  without  pre-Schick  test, 

immunised.  Positive  and  immunised.  Under  5.  Over  5. 


79  ...  8 ...  58 

TOXOID  ANTI-TOXIN  FLOCCULES. 

(Children  all  over  5 years  of  age.) 
Pre-Schick  test  Negative.  Positive.  Not  read.  Immunised. 


267 


199 


67 


1 66 

Post-Schick  Tests.  Negative.  Positive. 

22  J5  7 

(Children  immunised  with  alum-toxoid.) 


13 


Not 


completed 

1 


DIPHTHERIA  IN  IMMUNISED  CHILDREN. 


Case  Pre-Schick 
No.  Test 

1 Nil 

2 Positive,  14/2/30 

3 Nil 


Dates  of 
Immunisation 

T.A.M.,  Oct.,  1928 
T.A.M.,  Feb,,  1930 
T.A.M.,  Dec.,  1932 


Post-Schick  Type  of 
test  disease 

Neg.,  16/3/29  Mild 
Neg.,  31/10/3 1 Severe 
Neg..  8/12/33  Severe 


TUBERCULOSIS. 


NEW  CASES. 

DEATHS. 

Non- 

Non- 

Age  Periods. 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0—  1 

1—5  

5—10  

2 

2 

1 

— 









10—15  

2 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15—20  

8 

3 

3 

1 

2 

1 

— 

1 

20—25  

5 

4 

2 

— 

3 

1 

1 

— 

25—35  

2 

1 

— 

1 

— 

2 

— 

— 

35—45  

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

45—55  

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

55—65  

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

65  & upwards  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

20 

12 

11 

4 

7 

6 

1 

1 

Notification  of  Tuberculosis. — Of  the  16  fatal  cases,  2 
had  not  been  notified  to  me  before  death. 

Public  Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations, 
1925  ; Public  Health  Act,  1936,  Section  172. — No  action  taken  or 

required. 


TABLE  I.  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  WHOLE  DISTRICT  DURING  1939  AND  PREVIOUS  YEARS. 
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^CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  OGMORE  & GARW  U.D.,  1939. 


(Registrar-General.) 

No.  of  Deaths. 

Diseases.  M.  F. 


1 

T yphoid  and  paratyphoid  fever  ... 

— 

— 

2 

Measles  

— 

— 

3 

Scarlet  Fever  

1 

1 

4 

Whooping  cough 

— 

2 

5 

Diphtheria 

— 

1 

6 

Influenza 

4 

1 

7 

Encephalitis  lethargica 

— 

— 

8 

Cerebro-spinal  fever 

1 

— 

9 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system 

7 

6 

10 

Other  T uberculosis  ... 

1 

1 

11 

Syphilis 

— 

12 

General  paralysis  of  the  insane,  tabes,  etc. 

- — 



13 

Cancer 

25 

11 

14 

Diabetes 

1 

4 

15 

Cerebral  haemorrhage,  etc. 

16 

7 

16 

Heart  disease 

45 

30 

17 

Aneurysm 

0 

0 

18 

Other  circulatory  diseases 

3 

2 

19 

Bronchitis  ... 

16 

6 

20 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

8 

5 

21 

Other  respiratory  diseases 

2 

1 

22 

Peptic  ulcer  § 

1 

— 

23 

Diarrhoea  (under  2 years)  

1 

— 

24 

Appendicitis 

2 

2 

25 

Cirrhosis  of  liver 

1 

— 

26 

Other  liver  diseases 

1 



27 

Other  digestive  diseases  

2 

3 

28 

Acute  and  chronic  nephritis 

7 

3 

29 

Puerperal  sepsis  ...  

— 

— 

30 

Other  puerperal  diseases  ... 

— 

2 

31 

Congenital  debility  : premature  birth,  etc. 

6 

4 

32 

Senility 

6 

13 

33 

Suicide 

1 



34 

Other  violence 

12 

1 

35 

Other  defined  diseases 

19 

12 

36 

Ill-defined  or  unknown 

— 

— 

37 

Diarrhoea  (2  years  and  over) 

— 

2 

Totals  ...  189  ...  120 
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